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2015 Athabasca River at Fort McMurray 
Report No. 6 
 
On Sunday, April 12, 2015, an observation flight of the Athabasca River was conducted by Alberta 
Environment and Sustainable Resource Development.  The flight covered a 20 km reach of the 
Athabasca River from Moberly Rapids (km 297) to downstream of Stony Island (km 277), as well as a 
30 km reach of the Clearwater River from its confluence with the Athabasca River (km 0) to the 
confluence of the Christina River (km 30). 
 
As of this morning, the ice jam on the Athabasca River has melted and eroded to a position 
downstream of the Hwy 63 bridges in Fort McMurray.   The upstream end of the ice cover is located 
near the Snye (km 294.5) and open water is visible from the bridges. There is approximately 1.5 km of 
brash ice (loose, deteriorated ice floating in the channel that is not part of the intact ice jam) extending 
downstream from the Snye to midway down MacDonald Island (km 294). Since yesterday’s observation 
flight, the ice jam shortened by approximately 4 km, and there is approximately 6 km of ice jam left. The 
remaining ice jam continues to darken in color.  
 
The water level gauge indicates that water levels on the Athabasca River downstream of Fort 
McMurray fell approximately 15 cm between 20:00 last night and 06:00 this morning, and they have 
remained steady since then. Water levels on the Clearwater River at Draper also dropped 
approximately 15 cm since last night.  Levels on both rivers are expected to continue to fall as the ice 
jam on the Athabasca River melts/erodes downstream, and once it releases.  When the Athabasca 
River ice jam releases, stranded ice may remain in the mouth of the Clearwater River. 
 
 
Observation Details 
 
Athabasca River: 
 From km 297 (Moberly Rapids) to km 294.5 (the Snye) – Open channel, with stranded ice remains 

on the banks.  Some remnant ice from the shorelines is drifting downstream. 
 From km 294.5 to km 293 – Brash ice cover.  Brash ice is loose, deteriorated ice floating in the 

channel that is not part of the intact ice jam. 
 From km 294 to km 288 – Remaining ice jam.  
 From km 288 to 287 – Approximately half of the channel is free of ice. 
 From km 287 to km 281 – The open channel has widened from being approximately half free of ice 

yesterday to being mostly open today.  
 From km 281 to km 277 – Open channel. 
 End of observation flight at km 277 – Near Stony Island. 

 
Clearwater River: 
 From km 0 to km 3 - Ice from the Athabasca River ice jam remains pushed up the Clearwater River. 

The backwater from the shoved ice continues to cause localized flooding at the Syne, despite water 
levels having fallen since April 8.  

 From km 3 to km 7 – Deteriorated ice cover remains in place, but open leads continue to develop. 
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 From km 7 to km 11 – Several transverse cracks are developing in the deteriorating ice cover.  
 Km 11 to km 20 – Continued ice cover deterioration (darkening of the ice cover, open leads 

continuing to develop). 
 Km 20 to km 28 – Ice cover appears less deteriorated than further upstream or downstream. 
 Km 26 to km 32 – Open leads near the confluence of the Christina River are continuing to grow in 

size as the ice cover deteriorates. The ice cover has broken into sheets, with some accumulation of 
ice around islands and bends. 
 

The most current information with interactive maps and photos is posted on the Alberta Environment 
web site at http://www.environment.alberta.ca/forecasting/RiverIce/index.html  


