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July precipitation much below normal but water supply is good 
 
Precipitation in Alberta south of Grande Prairie, Slave Lake and Cold Lake was generally much below 
normal during July while north of these communities precipitation for the month was mainly much above 
normal.  
 
Summer precipitation totals remain much above normal in southern and west central Alberta except for 
areas south of Medicine Hat, which recorded normal precipitation. Northern and east central Alberta 
precipitation generally ranged from below normal to normal. The exceptions were the High Level area, 
Fort McMurray to Cold Lake area and west central Alberta all recording above to much above normal 
precipitation. 
 
Total natural runoff volumes for the year thus far (March through July) range from above average to 
much above average in the North Saskatchewan, Red Deer, most of the Bow River basin and the northern 
half of the Oldman River basin. Despite a very wet June, natural runoff volume totals in the southern half 
of the Oldman River and Milk River basins are below to much below average as a result of the earlier, dry 
months. However, any further precipitation will readily become runoff because soil conditions are already 
wet. 
 
Major flood events in June dramatically improved the water supply outlook for southern and central 
Alberta. As a result, water supply forecasts have been discontinued for the remainder of the year. 
 
Other Highlights (As of August 1, 2005): 

• Water storage in major irrigation reservoirs in the Oldman River basin is average, except for Keho 
Lake and Oldman Reservoir (above average).  

• Water storage is above average in the major hydroelectric and irrigation reservoirs of the Bow 
River basin, except for Barrier Reservoir and Spray Lake (below average) and Travers Reservoir 
(average). 

• Water storage is above average at Glennifer Lake, the Red Deer River basin’s major reservoir. 

• Water storage levels in the North Saskatchewan River basin are currently above average at 
Brazeau and Bighorn Reservoirs.  
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