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May precipitation improved water supply outlook; but more precipitation needed 
 
Alberta’s water supply outlook has improved as a result of near normal to much above normal precipitation 
during May. However, dry conditions leading into May means that above normal precipitation is still needed 
to further improve the water supply outlook for this year.  
 
Natural runoff volumes for June through September 2004 are currently forecasted to be generally below 
average for the Milk, Oldman, and Bow River basins, below average to average for the Red Deer River basin, 
and below to much below average for the North Saskatchewan River basin.  
 
Runoff during the March through May period has been below to much below average, with the exception of 
the Belly River, which recorded average runoff. Natural flow volumes during this period to the Brazeau 
Reservoir and at Edmonton were the lowest and second lowest on record. However, as of early June, mountain 
snowmelt is well underway in the Bow, Red Deer River, North Saskatchewan and Athabasca River basins. As 
a result, mountain stream levels are currently near average or better in these basins.  
 

Other Highlights (As of June 1, 2004): 

• Water storage in major irrigation reservoirs in the Oldman River basin is generally below average to 
average.  

• Water storage is below average to average in the major hydroelectric and irrigation reservoirs of the 
Bow River basin, except in the Glenmore Reservoir and Lake McGregor, which are above average. 
Reservoir levels are currently rising due to snowmelt runoff. 

• Water storage levels in the North Saskatchewan and Red Deer River basins are currently average at 
Lake Abraham and Glennifer Lake, and below average at the Brazeau Reservoir. Reservoir levels are 
currently rising due to snowmelt runoff. 
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