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Snowpack average or higher in most mountain areas 
 
In the mountains, snow accumulations as of May 1, 2008 are generally average to above average in the 
Oldman and Peace River basins, average in the Red Deer, North Saskatchewan and Athabasca River 
basins and in the Kananaskis – Elbow River area, and below average in the Highwood and upper Bow 
River basins.  
 
Mountain snowpack is an important source of water supply to reservoirs in the spring. Accumulation at 
this time of year is typically at or near the seasonal total.  
 
The start of mountain snowmelt this spring was delayed due to cooler than normal temperatures, and 
precipitation in the mountains during March and April has been much below average. As a result, natural 
runoff volumes recorded during these past two months have been among the ten lowest in 91 years of 
record in the Oldman, North Saskatchewan and upper Bow River basins, and below to much below 
average elsewhere. Volumes recorded during March and April are typically a small portion of the yearly 
total in most basins. Peak snowmelt runoff from the mountain areas usually occurs in late May or in June. 
 
As of May 1, 2008, near average natural runoff volumes are forecast from the mountains for May to 
September 2008 for the Oldman River basin and the Kananaskis - Elbow River area.  Natural runoff 
volumes are forecast to be below average to average for the Milk, Highwood, Red Deer, and North 
Saskatchewan River basins, and below average for the Bow River at Banff and Calgary.  
 
As it is still early in the year, precipitation over the next several months could affect these forecasts 
considerably. Above to much above normal precipitation during the first twelve days of May in the Red 
Deer and most of the Bow River basin should improve forecasts in these areas, depending on how much 
more precipitation occurs during the rest of this month. Forecasts will be updated again by mid June. 
 
Other Highlights (as of May 1, 2008): 

• Water storage in the major irrigation and hydroelectric reservoirs of southern and central Alberta 
generally varies from below normal to normal, with the exception of Lake Minnewanka, where 
storage is above normal. 

 
• Most areas of north central Alberta recorded much above normal precipitation during April. 

Precipitation to the south was generally below to much below normal, except in the Red Deer – 
Lloydminster area and in the Cypress Hills area of south eastern Alberta where it was above to 
much above normal. The Fort Chipewyan area recorded normal to above normal precipitation and 
the High Level area recorded generally below normal precipitation. 

 
• As of May 13, most of the plains snowpack in the province has melted. 

 
- 30 – 

 
Media Contact: 
Communications Division, Alberta Environment 
Phone: (780) 427-6267 


